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Service Awards Presented
to More Than 90 Staff
Retirees
35 Years
25 Years
10 Years
15 Years
Names of those receiving service awards appear
on page 3. Retirees’ names are on page 4.
Nearly 1700 years of service to
Marshall University were celebrated on
Wednesday, May 23, as service awards
were presented to classified and non-
classified employees at milestones of
10, 15, 20, 25, 30, and 35 years. In
addition, tribute was paid to those
retiring from Marshall during the past
year.
President Stephen J. Kopp pre-
sented the awards, which included
picture frames, clocks, watches, and
MU jewelry. Retirees received a spe-
cially designed glass sculpture, titled “Iceberg,” which has
an etching of Old Main on it.
30 Years
20 Years
Published by University Communications, with
offices in Huntington (213 Old Main) and South
Charleston (312 Administration Building).
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall!
will carry an issue date of June 29, 2007. Deadline
is June 22. Articles or other
materials for consideration
should be sent to Pat Dickson,
editor, at the South
Charleston campus or by e-
mail to
pdickson@marshall.edu.
Betty Cook Named Employee of the Year
Betty Cook (right) received the 2006
Employee of the Year Award from President
Stephen J. Kopp.
    Betty Cook,
Administrative
Assistant in the
College of Liberal
Arts, was named
the 2006 Marshall
University Em-
ployee of the Year
during the Service
Awards luncheon
May 23.  In addi-
tion to this award,
she was honored
for 15 years of
service to Marshall.
Named the Employee of the Month for May, 2006, Cook
was nominated by Lu Ann South, Administrative Secretary
Senior in Communications Studies.
In her nomination South wrote, “During my ten years
of working with her as an Administrative Secretary Senior
to her current position as Administrative Assistant to the
Dean of the College of Liberal Arts, Betty has always
presented herself in a professional manner.  Dedicated,
reliable, detail oriented are just a few of her outstanding
attributes.  Her high level of dedication was shown during
the past few weeks.  Throughout the time of the loss of her
father coupled with personal surgery, Betty continued to
work from home and by phone with myself and others to
resolve problems and to keep the massive amount of
paperwork flowing to the appropriate entities.”
South, who has served on the Classified Staff Council
with Cook, said, “I know she brings relevant issues to the
meetings and addresses all concerns regarding policy and
procedures.  She does not withdraw from sensitive issues
and is a dedicated staff representative concerning such
matters.  Betty is an irreplaceable asset to the College of
Liberal Arts and the Classified Staff Council.”
President Stephen J. Kopp presented Cook with a check
for $300, a $100 gift certificate from the Marshall University
Bookstore, a $25 gift certificate from Sodexho Campus
Services, and a gift certificate, valued at $100, for two
tickets to a future Marshall Artists Series production.
An article written by Dr. Hongwei Yu, associate professor
in the Department of Biochemistry and Microbiology in the
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, was published April
30 in an early edition of the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences (PNAS), one of the world’s most-cited
multidisciplinary scientific serials.
PNAS publishes cutting-edge research reports, commen-
taries, reviews, perspectives, colloquium papers and
actions of the Academy.
“All those familiar with scientific literature are aware of
the significance of such recognition,” Dr. Howard Aulick,
vice president for research, said.  “Four other PNAS papers
of equal stature have involved MU investigators before, but
none originated here or was directed by MU scientists.”
Yu’s article, Regulated proteolysis controls mucoid conver-
sion in Pseudomonas aeruginosa, describes the signal trans-
duction pathway responsible for conversion of the non-
mucoid, relatively harmless form of Pseudomonas
aeruginosa—a Gram-negative, aerobic rod belonging to the
bacterial family Pseudomonadaceae—to its pathogenic
mucoid phenotype.
“Hongwei has discovered how a relatively benign form
of common environmental bacterial becomes pathogenic,”
Aulick said.  “This will not only have profound health
benefits, but it may also introduce major economic develop-
ment with biomanufacturing.”
Yu, also an adjunct associate professor in the School of
Medicine’s Department of Pediatrics, said he has been
working on this discovery, which is patent pending, since
1999 when he joined the Marshall faculty.  He previously
had extensive doctoral and postdoctoral training in
molecular genetics.
John West, president of CSX Technology, has been selected as
Marshall’s first recipient of the Rail-SORCE (Railroad Safety and
Operations Research Center of Excellence) Partnership Award.
Robert Plymale, director of the Rahall Transportation Institute
(RTI) presented the award last week.
Rail-SORCE was established at the Rahall transportation
Institute at Marshall a year ago to formalize industrial advisory
and participation in research grants from the Federal Railroad
Administration.
The award, created by RTI, recognizes outstanding contribu-
tions made by CSX Corporation and its subsidiaries (“CSX”) in
the furtherance of research conduced by the institute through its
Rail-SORCE Advisory Board.  Most notable was subsidiary CSX
Transportation’s use of the Institute’s R-Surveying Solution for
use in hump yard engineering.
President Stephen J. Kopp said the university “is proud to
recognize the ongoing support and collaboration by the entire
CSX team along with the personal contributions by CSX Technol-
ogy president, John West.”
“With John’s help the institute has had access to and use of
CSX resources to conduct field tests which are a critical step in the
evolution of any promising technology,” Kopp said.
The Rahall Transportation Institute is one of 12 National
Transportation Institutes created by Congress in 1998.  RTI formed
the Rail-SORCE Advisory Board in 2006 as a vehicle to engage
with our nation’s railroads and to seek their input and coopera-
tion in research and development.
Yu’s Article Published in Proceedings
of the National Academy of Science
RTI Presents First Rail-SORCE Award
Service Awards Presented on May 23, 2007
15 Years of Service20 Years of Service
Marshall Community and Technical College
30 Years of Service
25 Years of Service
Marshall University
20 Years of Service
15 Years of Service
35 Years of Service
Billie Brooks Tommie Kelley
10 Years of Service
Sara Chapman
Judith Olsen
David Arigan
Janet Clark
Edward Dzierzak
Charlotte Hardin
Linda Holmes
Lillian McDowell
Jack Shafer
Carol Skaggs
Gary Stone
Judy Watters
Nina Barrett
Linda Birchfield-Modad
Connie Chapman
John Darrah
Sharon Gates
Herbert Karlet
Linda Mills
Jerry Stowasser
Jeanne Adkins
Patricia Bane
Barry Beckett
Constance Berk
Billy Black
Jack Blake
Janet Bricker
Patricia Carman
Deirdre Carrico
Charles Cook
Donald Damron
Larry Dillon
Pierre Divers
Connie Gray
Lela Hardy
Stanley Harper
Jamie Henry
Sharlee Henry
Fran Jackson
Carla Lapelle
Patricia Lee
Leonard Lovely
Donna Mauk
Kelli Mayes
Michael McGuffey
Kenneth McSweeney
Melody Murphy
Charles Racer
John Richardson
Rick Robinson
Sharon Rutherford
Sharon Stanton
Joseph Taylor
Linda Wallace
Kelly Webster-Fuller
Mary Wolfe
Prudence Barker
Deborah Carder-Deem
Betty Cook
Denver Cooper
Cathy Cover
Robert Easthom
Donna Ferrell
Darrell Griffith
10 Years of Service
Terry Anderson
Sharon Booth
Sonja Cantrell
William Carter
Perry Chaffin
Steven Cotton
Lisa Hughes
Linda Jefferson
Henry Lambert
Dena Laton
Bindu Mannan
Shirley Oden
Harold Hall
Angela Howell
Jennifer McFarland-Whisman
Carolyn Quinlan
Judith Rogero
James Schneider
John Curry
Joseph Davis
Michelle Duncan
Woodrow Edmonds
David Helton
Taella Hill
Kendell Shields
Feon Smith
Brenda Thomas
Leah Tolliver
Mildred Tomlinson
John Winters
Classified, Non-Classified Staff Retirees
Kathy Adkins
Charlotte Allman
Carl E. Black
Tommy Burchell
Connie Chapman
Shannon Harshbarger
Clyde Lilly
Charles Newsom
Ida B. Reed
Carol Specht
Wanda Wells
Charlene Wideman
Phyllis Ann Bias
David Harris
Freda Richardson
Judith Damron
Sharon Rutherford
Sara Wilson
